12th January 2009
                                                                                            
STORYTELLING - MEMO                                                      

                                                          www. u3a.co.uk
May I take this opportunity to introduce our U3A storytellers to the possibility of celebrating                                 WORLD STORYTELLING DAY on 20th MARCH 2009 -                                                                
World Storytelling Day is a global celebration of the art of oral storytelling. It is celebrated every year on the spring equinox in the northern hemisphere, the first day of autumn equinox in the southern. On World Storytelling Day, as many people as possible tell and listen to stories in as many languages and at as many places as possible, during the same day and night. Participants tell each other about their events in order to share stories and inspiration, to learn from each other and create international contacts.

How do you host an event? 

	 
	Easy! Your local storytelling group, festival, committee, or even an individual storyteller,                can simply plan an event for March 20th, and promote it as part of World Storytelling Day.             The theme for 2009 is "NEIGHBOURS." Dream big, and let everyone know about your plans
More about this event:


World Storytelling Day has its roots in a national day for storytelling in Sweden, circa 1991-2. At that time, an event was organized for March 20 in Sweden called "Alla berattares dag" (All storytellers day). In 1997, storytellers in Perth, Western Australia coordinated a five-week long Celebration of Story, commemorating March 20 as the International Day of Oral Narrators. In Mexico and other South American countries, March 20 was already celebrated as the National Day of Storytellers. The Scandinavian storytellers started talking, and in 2002, the event spread from Sweden to Norway, Denmark, Finland and Lithuania. In 2003, the idea spread to Canada and other countries, and the event has now become known internationally as World Storytelling Day. 

Come on U3A Storytellers - let’s kick start World Storytelling Day                                       In: England - Ireland - Scotland - Wales and Jersey

(Please please let me know all about your event & celebrations)

                          Stella Porter                                                                                                                                    Storytelling Subject Co-ordinator
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