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1.
SURA Arts Festival:
 (19 July 2008)




Nova Brookes
Nova Brookes (Arun) reported that 25 out of 31 U3As are intending to participate in the day.  She thanked all participants.  She distributed envelopes to all present containing a few tickets, poster and information.  She asked if all U3As could provide name labels for members with displays or performing members.  Nova said that teas and coffees would be available all day and sandwiches would be available to participating members.  It would be advisable to suggest other attendees should bring sandwiches or buy locally.  There are many shops & cafes nearby.  There is no necessity to provide tickets for all – everyone is welcome.  The press release should be given out to local links and not used until after Easter.  Nova stressed that each exhibit should be properly labelled with the U3A member and anything else necessary so that in any event they can be returned.  Selling of work is not appropriate but of course a contact name and telephone number may be provided.  Could each U3A in the performing arts category provide a short introduction for the MC (say two or three sentences).
Nova reported that there are no static display boards at the college.  She is hoping to hire some from Brighton, but they will be in short supply.  Please bring your own if you have any.  It may be possible to use the walls but of course some school work will still be around so we must take care not to damage anything.  Entrance to the College is available from 8.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.  Doors open to the public at 10.30 am.  Members with displays are urged to arrive early.  Nova emphasised that each display and piece of equipment is your own U3A’s responsibility.  Each room will have a designated U3A on duty for the whole day.  

Car parking could be a problem as there are two other events taking place at the College on the day.

It is hoped there will be some signage outside – (possibly on the roadside) and there will be directional signs in the College.  

Edna Wright reported that East Sussex County Council has made a £500 grant for the event.  West Sussex U3As may also be able to do obtain a grant.  Mary Russell and Alan Rantell will pursue.

Veronica Soskin (Chichester) thanked Nova for all her hard work and enthusiasm.
2.
Study Days:







         Maggie Roberts
Maggie Roberts (Shoreham & Southwick) passed around the proposed Study Day programme for next year (2008/2009).  Those present thought the forthcoming programme looked most interesting.  Additionally Maggie is applying for a grant from “Awards for All” to finance three Study Days relating to science, as these are unlikely to be self financing.  The meeting was asked to authorise Alan Rantell to sign the “Awards for All” application, which was agreed unanimously.
A question from Veronica Soskin asked if the Garden Day would be repeated as only 16 were allowed to attend the recent one.  Maggie replied that they had not known of the limitation on numbers until very late when it was too late to advise members.  It is hoped to repeat this Study Day in the future.  
The two Universities, Brighton and Chichester have not advised us yet as to their possible days.  Maggie was asked if Brinsbury would host a Study Day in the future.  Maggie will make enquiries.  She said that all Study Day information and down loadable booking forms will be on the SURA website (www.sura.org.uk) from September 2008.  The paper versions will continue.  
Maggie was asked if Geoff Meads (Tutor) could be asked not to spend all the day on Sussex villages.  Maggie replied that his next programme had three interchangeable headings, towns/cities/villages with his programme linking all three. 
Stella Freshney deals with all the bookings for Study Days and has handled 800 bookings so far since Sep 2007.  Alan thanked her for her commitment and emphasised the need for all forms to be taken to U3A General Meetings so that more places could be taken up.
3.
Away Days:








  Edna Wright
Edna reported that Herstmonceux Castle, Gardens and Grounds has been booked for 16th May 2008.  Over 50 members have applied already.  The Observatory and Science Centre at Herstmonceux is a Historic Astronomy site and offers opportunities for some hands-on science.  There are five optional activities and a conducted tour of the Castle is available for an extra £2.50 payable on the day.  Refreshments are available.
4.
SURA Website








       All
Ernie Piper (SURA webmaster) is happy to receive all contributions (U3A Newsletters etc) and will remove all personal details so that no-one need feel reluctant about contributing.  
5.
SURA Interest Survey:






  Alan Rantell
Alan reported that all U3As had replied except one.  He had set out a form with spaces for 80 different groups and was surprised to find that there are over 150 different group activities taking place.  Needless to say, it had taken him longer to correlate all the replies.  He distributed a précis of the most popular groups.  He hopes to provide the final version at the next SURA Committee meeting.  Congratulations to Alan on all his work on this project.
6.
Development:








  Chris Senior

Chris reported that Nationally there are over 188,250 members in 684 U3As with this Region being the earliest formed (1986) and the most developed.  He reported that Preston Park is the newest U3A for this Region with Crowborough and Southwater formed last year.
Chris spoke of developments under headings of What Strengths, What Weaknesses, What Opportunities.  With Government and Open University co-operation anything is possible.

7.
South East Area U3A Forum:





 Mary Russell

Mary reported that the plans for the South East Area Forum Conference on 5th April at East Grinstead are coming together.  This Forum covers Central Surrey, Kent, East and West Sussex.
There will be displays of work at the Forum and there will be seminars during the day covering different aspects of U3A work.

The Chichester Summer School is booking well with over 130 applications so far.  Some courses are full already.  Mary thanked Shirley Meakins (Burgess Hill) for taking bookings and also for dealing with bookings for the East Grinstead Conference.  
8.
Reporte by Ian Funnell (Area Representative Third Age Trust)

    Ian Funnell
Ian Funnell reported that according to Mike Long (Development Officer) the projected number of members at 2020 is 1 million.  There has been a 13% grown in membership over the last year possibly due to the reduction in Government funding and Adult Education being under pressure with the consequence of U3As springing up over the country.  He reported that at least the Government is recognising the U3A presence.  
Ian reported on the EGM to be held on 22nd May in Birmingham which will consider proposals to change the definitions of U3A areas.  They are proposed to be more in line with Government Regions i.e. the SE Region will cover a much bigger area than the current U3A SE Area.  It would mean that 130 U3A would be represented on the NEC by one member.  Postal voting is to be considered. This Region would consist of 53% of the total membership of all UK U3As.  He considered this to be an important step forward and the role is to communicate and collaborate.  The new title for the NEC representative will be “Regional Trustee”.

Ian reported that he has been collecting archive material for the National Office and thanked Crawley U3A for their input.

9.
A.O.B.
Peter Davie asked whether the Third Age Trust has notified members of the forthcoming EGM with its proposals.  Ian Funnell said that Jean Goodeve (Chairman Third Age Trust), wrote to all Business Secretaries before Christmas 2007.
Edna reported that 10th March edition of the East Sussex County Gazette will carry an article and an advert for the SURA Arts Festival.
The Open Forum meeting closed at 12.50.
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