SUSSEX U3A REGIONAL ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF THE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING -  FRIDAY, 24TH FEBRUARY 2006

THE CHAIRMAN, Mary Russell, welcomed all those present.
Present:  

Bernard Allan





Carole Allan


Linda Applin





Norman Baldwin

Kathleen Blake




John Bowyer

Arthur Bridson




Marion Brooke

Val Bullen





Coral Caplin

Jean Couture





Edwin Cowley


Peter Davie





Arthur Earl

Anne English





Stella Freshney


Ian Funnell Regional Representative NEC

Jean Griffiths

John Hamilton





Margaret Hamilton

Rosemary Harris




Gordon Harvey


June Holdsworth




Jim Holmes

Fleur Jacot





Robin James


Angela Johnson




Lin Jones Third Age Trust
Reuben Lanham




Mavis Alexander 

Audrey Loraine




Sheila Maddock


Trish McCarthy




Mavis McGregor

Shirley Meakins




Barbara Partridge

Stella Porter





Alan Rantell

Aileen Ray





Avril Richardson

Elizabeth Rodger




Brenda Rounding

Mary Russell





Ann Scott

June Sharp





John Still





John Stringer





Harry Summerton

Peter Whitworth




Ann Wickenden

Elaine Williams

1.
APOLOGIES were received from:

Edna Wright, Avice Harbottle, Lilian Labdon, John Morris, Ernie Piper, Bob Ramsay, Helen Waddup.

2.
THE  MINUTES OF THE AGM 2005  held on 25th February 2005 were read and, following item 3 below, were signed.


Acceptance of the Minutes as being a true and accurate copy of the event was unanimous.
3.
MATTERS ARISING:


Item 4):     The Speakers’ List .had been updated, completed and circulated.

4.
CHAIRMAN’ REPORT:


A copy of this report is attached to these Minutes.


Acceptance of the Chairman’s Report was unanimous.

4b)
AMENDMENT TO THE SURA CONSTITUTION TO REMOVE THE LIMIT ON THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS WHO CAN SERVE ON THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:


The Amendment is set out in the Agenda attached to these Minutes.  Mary Russell explained that  Officers responsible for administering the Regional Association were also involved in the administration of Study Days.  The Amendment would remove the limit on the number of people who are members of the Executive Committee and therefore members involved in the organisation of Study Days could be included.  

Acceptance of the Amendment to the Constitution was unanimous.
5.
TREASURER’S REPORT:

In the absence of John Broad, Robin James, having previously circulated a copy of the Annual accounts to all those present, commented on the entries.  The point was made that at the end of the financial year several cheques had not been cashed and therefore had had to be included in a different category.   The situation concerning insurance needed to be investigated.  It had to be borne in mind that the cost of postage, telephone, stationery etc. was increasing. Robin James wished to record his congratulations in the way the accounts, and the apportionment, had been prepared.  After some discussion it was decided unanimously that the affiliation fee of 15p would be unchanged. Recently established U3As thanked the Committee for a generous start-up fee which was greater than that from the Third Age Trust.
6.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

For the position of Chairman, proposed by Edna Wright, seconded by Ann Wickenden:

Alan Rantell of Horsham U3A

For the position of Vice Chairman, proposed by Sheila Maddock, seconded by Terry Burke:

John Stringer  of  Battle U3A

For the position of Treasurer, proposed by Stella Freshney, seconded by Mary Russell:

Robin James of  Eastbourne/Meads U3A.

For the position of Secretary, proposed by Gordon Harvey, seconded by Rosemary Harris:

Stella Freshney of  Eastbourne/Meads U3A
There being no other nominations these Officers were accepted by all those present.  

The positions of a second Vice Chairman, and Regional Contact with the NEC were left unfilled.

Ann Wickenden, retiring Regional Contact, outlined the duties of the position. There were three annual meetings in different regions so that the Regional Contacts could meet and discuss matters of common interest.  In addition in the South East Region a Development Committee had been established to study the area and determine where U3As could provide a useful community service. 

Mary Russell stated that Esme Cloherty of  Horsham U3A would be appointed as Minutes Secretary.

John Stringer asked if it would be possible for the Management Committee to co-opt members and Mary Russell replied that, with the Amendment, it was now possible.  

As a result of these decisions the new Executive Committee will meet at an early date to agree their new responsibilities.

7.
APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINER OF ACCOUNTS:

Robin James informed the meeting that he was in the process of approaching a person  who was the examiner for the accounts of his U3A in order to invite him to examine the accounts of SURA.
Having asked Alan Rantell for his agreement, at this point, Stella Freshney voiced a tribute to Mary Russell for her work as Chairman for the past two years, and Vice Chairman for the previous years.  Recognition was made of Mary Russell’s hard work on behalf of SURA., of her tact, determination and cheerful personality. Mary Russell anticipates well in advance the preparation needed for any event, whether administrative or concerning a Study Day. She is unfailingly enthusiastic in promoting the interests of the University of the Third Age.  Mary Russell is an excellent colleague, a worthwhile member of any organisation to which she may belong.
Those present showed their agreement with this statement by giving Mary Russell a prolonged round of applause.

8.
DATE, TIME and PLACE of AGM in 2007:

This will be Friday, 23 February, 2007, 10 a.m.


Date, time and place of next Representatives’ Meeting:


2 p.m., Friday, 16 June, 2006, at Ringmer.

9.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:


There was no further business.


The meeting closed at 11.13 a.m.
