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                                                             ******************Spring 2008 Newsletter
Contact by Email prestonparku3a@hotmail.co.uk
Message from the Chairman
 Since our inaugural meeting in November last year we have seen quite a number of   'firsts' and here is another - our first newsletter. This is a very welcome addition to the ways in which we can keep in touch, ensuring that important and useful information is available to us all. It makes it possible to find in one place news of what is already happening and future events planned in Preston Park U3A as well as keeping everyone in the picture more generally about our group and the wider organisation of which we are a part.
 

It is early days for Preston Park U3A. How it develops is in the hands of all of us and the newsletter has an important part to play in shaping that development. May this issue, in the capable hands of our editor, be the first of man.
Anne Dale
From the Editor
Welcome to the first issue of our newsletter.

 Communication is essential to the success of our new U3A.

 We intend to keep members informed, and hopefully entertained, by publishing regular newsletters. The next will be put together during this summer and published in the early autumn.
 The newsletter will only succeed if members are willing to contribute. Perhaps you have written or read an inspiring poem, visited somewhere which would interest others or would like to share an experience. Don’t be shy, have your say, all contributions will be considered for inclusion
Newsletters will be available in electronic and hard copy formats. We are delighted that so many members have email facilities.

This number will grow as computer courses are among our most popular group activities. 

Use of the internet helps to speed up communication and can save substantial postal and other costs.

I had not been involved previously with U3A and I have been surprised and delighted at the enormous range of activities available to members in our local area, within the Sussex region, nationally and even internationally.

Details of those we have been made aware of are included in this newsletter.
Andrew Thrower 
Preston Park U3A Steering Committee
This current steering committee will continue until the first Annual General Meeting (and Christmas Party) to be held on Thursday December 4th
 At this time they will step down and a new permanent committee will be democratically elected to serve for the following year.
         Anne Dale          Chair                              Basil Everett   Vice Chair

Diane Cotton      Secretary                       Anita Butler Membership Secretary
John Cotton       Treasurer                       Anne Burgess Minutes Secretary
Norma Noakes   Speaker Secretary         Alan Beebe Social Secretary
Caroline Beebe  Co-ordinator of Interest Groups   
Andrew Thrower Publicity & Communications
Terry Careford                                          Hazell Tapsell
General Meetings for the remainder of 2008 

General Meeting are held on the first Thursday of each month at 1.30 pm 
at St Johns Church Hall, Knoyle Road (opposite Caffyns Garage)
Refreshments are included in the £1.50 entry fee.

Buses 5 & 5a stop at Harrington Rd. 5b at Surrenden Rd. 
3rd April
Travelling in Indo-China (Vietnam & Cambodia):
From Hanoi in the north to Ho Chi Minh City in the south and up the Mekong river into Cambodia.       Slide show and talk By John Morris

1st May
The Crop Circle Mystery:

Interesting and thought provoking – you’ll come away with more questions than answers!      Stunning slides By Andy Thomas

5th June
My Eric Sings:  A light-hearted and nostalgic look at life in and around show business, with anecdotes on stars, personalities and royalty.  His mother was his ‘manager’ telling people ‘My Eric Sings’           By Eric Fowler

2nd October
  St. Paul’s – Focal point of a Nation:

The history of St. Paul’s Cathedral.  From early beginnings to the present day.  

Slide show and talk By John Lockyer 

6th November
A Policeman’s Lot:  This is a wonderfully humorous look at policing throughout the 19th and 20th Centuries. 
Illustrated by a fantastic collection of decorated truncheons, police paraphernalia, uniforms and written records dating back to the 18th Century.    

By Toni (and Lizzie) Gilks

4th December     Annual General Meeting and Christmas Party
Looking back over our first year and looking forward to 2009 followed by some festive cheer!
Visits and Events
Members who completed the original questionnaire expressed a preference for visiting gardens, historic towns and places of interest.
We have put together our first programme which we trust will offer something for all tastes and budgets.

We are exploring some further ideas, such as the Hampton Court Flower Show. More new at the next General Meeting. 

If members have specific suggestions for visits please speak to Alan Beebe, Social Secretary.
22 April                 Lewes - A guided Tour    £3 +lunch
14 May           Nyman’s Gardens  £8 Entry, free to NT members
5th-10th June       Littlecote House Hotel, Hungerford £260
                            Midweek break Coach, visits and half board

2 July                  BBC TV Studios    £17.50 inc. coach 

14 or 21 November “Spamalot” £37 Inc, coach to London
Late Nov/early December   Winchester Xmas Market and Cathedral
5-9 December    Cologne Christmas Market     £320 

                           Coach via Channel Tunnell, 4 nights half board
Study Days & Events organised by SURA

(SUSSEX U3A REGIONAL ASSOCIATION)
Our Region organises events at various locations throughout the year.

Those who have attended past events have found this to be a very positive experience and report that the organisation and speakers are of high quality. This is also a great opportunity to meet other Sussex U3A members. 
Events must be booked in advance.
Application forms are available at General Meetings or by emailing prestonparku3a@hotmail.co.uk 

All events take place on Saturday unless otherwise stated.
Costs vary but are usually under £10.

U3A Members receive a discount as non members may also attend.

We will try to arrange car sharing to more distant locations.
29 MARCH  Nobel Literature Laureates               Crawley
5 APRIL      Conference -Carry on Learning         East Grinstead 
12 APRIL     Beer, Beef and Liberty                       Hastings
26 APRIL    The Rakes Progress                          Falmer 
10 MAY       The Changing Face of Rural Britain  Chichester
Tue 8 –Friday 11JULY   S.E. Area Summer School
 Residential or non-residential at the University Chichester
19 JULY       Arts and Craft Festival (free entry)    Burgess Hill 

2008/9 SURA STUDY DAY PROGRAMME 
We have just received advance notice of the next autumn and spring programme commencing 27th September. As soon as details and booking forms are received these will be made available at a General Meeting
Interest Groups

The interest groups launched at our January meeting have made an excellent start. At this stage things are developing at a rapid pace, however the Groups currently running are listed below.

Q. How I join a group or start a new one?
A. Groups are open to members only, Please speak to Caroline Beebe, Groups co-ordinator, at a General Meeting, phone or email (see front page of Newsletter)
Q. What is the Cost?

A. Groups which meet in members homes each pay a minimum of 25p per person per session as a contribution to refreshments.

Groups meeting in other locations e.g. Computers or which require special materials e.g. Art  costs| are shared by participants 
SUBJECT                    LEADER/CO-ORDINATOR          MEETING DETAILS
Art/Painting /Drawing        Amy Grimes                              Start 13/3/08
Book Reviews                    Joy Wajzner                                 Monthly FULL
Bridge                                 John Cotton                               Fortnightly
Card Craft                           Jean Careford                            Fortnightly
Movies & Cinema               Andrew Thrower                     Start after Easter
Computers
Group1 Basic Skills            Norma Nokes/Terry Careford 

Meet at Patcham Library computer suite .Organised in 6 week blocks.
 Group2                                David Burgess                               Weekly
Computers with Digital Photography                
3 (Advanced)                        Leader Wanted                      Any Volunteers? 
Family History                    Hazel Tapsell                                   Monthly
French                                 Donald Young                                 Weekly        
Spanish                               Anne Dale                                        Weekly
German                                Rita Goldman
History                                 Derek Frazer                                   Monthly
Music Appreciation            Alan Beebe                                     Monthly
Scrabble                               Pat Gruber                 

Walking                                Sheila Burgess
Art Appreciation              (    Groups not yet started- please contact
Play Reading                   (    Caroline if interested in participating
 Poetry                              (   or leading 
“The third age is a time of creativity and fulfilment for older   people”…………U3A Trust






