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My fondest memories as a child growing up in India during the final years of the British Raj, was sitting with my siblings and our nanny (ayah) under the spreading Banyan tree, in the village square, at the feet of the old story teller, who came regularly to the village to tell his stories, while we all listened in fascination to the myths and legends of India - and I was hooked.
On retiring I joined the U3A - It was at one of our regular U3A Introduction meetings that my dreams came to fruition, when a new member Nova Brooks spoke of her involvement in storytelling, needless to say it was not too long before we had a Storytelling group, and at last I had the chance to fulfil a deep rooted desire - to once again hear a spoken story - and the chance tell all the those fascinating myths and stories of my long ago childhood in India.
The Arun U3A Story group has grown from strength to strength, and we have attended Summer Schools, Workshops, and also hold our own and public storytelling meetings. Where each member concentrates on their individual style and story content - Nova Brooks tells of Welsh myths and legends - Mary Love tells local tales and hear say - Phillippa Bower’s stories are of ghosts and beasties, My stories are ancient tales from the Indian sub continent. The U3A Storytelling Group has also been invited to participate at local Festivals and events, and invited to tell our stories at WI and other organisations meetings. And yes groups need listeners, they are as important to a group as tellers.
Storytelling is as old as mankind; stories are part of our psyche. Listening to or telling Stories is unique, for it is the spoken word that truly has a magical quality

Stories change when told; they need the human voice to make them come alive, and without a listener they have no real existence in our world.  We are their keepers and must not lose this magical art that has been passed down through time, and is still so much a part of our History. Not forgetting that - Films - TV- Soaps - Dramas- are all part and parcel of storytelling.
In 2007 I was honoured to be offered the role as U3A National Network Coordinator to help promote this very visual, magical and ancient art form, and for many, many more of U3A members to have the opportunity to savour and enjoy the magic of Storytelling and listening.
My Forward plans are:
 Storytelling - To continue at Summer Schools - with involvement in some of the evening’s entertainment

 Storytelling - On Virtual U3A -  

 Storytelling - An exchange between Neighbouring U3A`s

 Storytelling - biennial Newsletter - Please let me have your views and news for our First Issue.
 Storytelling - International story exchange 
 Storytelling - Workshops.

 Storytelling - A high presence where possible in U3A Regional Open Days,  and in Arts & Craft Festivals - 
STORYTELLING & LISTENING IS FUN:
 For further information please contact U3A National Office www.u3a.org.uk 
