SUSSEX U3A REGIONAL ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 26 FEBRUARY 2005 TO 24 FEBRUARY 2006

The SUSSEX U3A REGIONAL ASSOOATION became registered charity No. 1103923 in June 2004. 
The address of the Honorary Secretary is 20 Vian Avenue, Eastbourne. BN23 6EU.

The Charity Trustees are the Officers of the Sussex U3A Regional Association. They are elected each year at the Annual General Meeting.

Chairman 

Mary Russell 
Vice-Chairman (1) 
Edna Wright

Vice-Chairman (2) 
Sophie Deakin-Smith 
Honorary Treasurer 
John Broad

Honorary Secretary 
Stella Freshney

Ann Wickenden is the Sussex Regional Contact with the National Executive Committee.

We are grateful to Shirley Meakins who collects the Affiliation fees for the Region and sends out the relevant documents to each Sussex U3A Treasurer.

Edna Wright was also, until the last AGM of the Third Age Trust held in August 2005, the representative from the South East on the National Executive Committee of the Third Age Trust. She was replaced by Ian Funnell, from the Central Surrey Region.  We have been pleased to welcome him at two of our Regional Meetings.
The Officers and Ann Wickenden form the Sussex Executive Committee. They have met five times since the 2005 AGM. The members of this committee work as a team, each having their own role and contributing their own skills to plan and carry out the meetings and activities for the Region. Databases are updated when new information is available to record the Chairmen, Treasurers, Secretaries and Representatives of each U3A in Sussex.
The Representatives who form the Regional Committee have held three meetings - in June, September and December when we also celebrated Christmas. Mike long, the U3A Development Officer addressed us at this meeting.

With Ann Wickenden as Chairman, a Development Sub-Committee has been set up and is already working to address the development of new U3As in the whole of Sussex. It is recognised that this is large geographically and that the co-operation and involvement of individual U3As is needed when a new place for development is identified.

During the academic year 2005 - 6, seventeen Study Days have been arranged by the Region. Of these, two have been arranged by the University of Brighton and three with the co-operation of University of Chichester. The first one of the year was successfully held in a new venue in Hastings. Away Days were held at Brinsbury Campus of Chichester College in July and in November at Glyndebourne Opera House.
Following the presentation of the 'Entertainment Project' at the 2005 AGM, photographs of the event were displayed at Regional Meetings, at the South East Summer School held in July in Chichester and in Brighton.
The document complied from the lists of Speakers used by Sussex U3As has been completed and copies circulated. Reports indicate that this has proved to be very useful.
The Annual Meeting for Regional Contacts will be held in London on 20 February 2006. Ann Wickenden as the Regional Contact and Mary Russell as Chairman have accepted invitations to attend. The Agenda will include written reports from each Region, News from the Regions, News from the Development Sub-Committee and Workshops looking at the needs of third-agers today and the added value of regional activities.
Edna Wright and Mary Russell represent the Region at meetings of the U3A South East Forum and Shirley Meakins attends as Treasurer. Ian Funnell attended one of the meetings. They are joined at meetings by representatives from Central Surrey and the Kent Regions. A One-Day Conference was planned but was not able to take place. A further one is planned for 1 April 2006. In June 2005 a very successful U3A Summer School was held at University College Chichester and another is planned for 2006. Contacts are being maintained with the Open University to provide Seminar Days on particular subjects for Leaders of Groups.
The U3A National Conference and AGM were attended by Edna Wright at the close of her period of office as the Representative from the South East. Also present were members representing some of the Sussex U3As.
Terry Chivers has been our representative on the West Sussex Adult Education Forum and always submitted his report of the meetings. There have been no meetings held for sometime.

Mary Russell, Chairman on behalf of the Sussex Executive Committee 
January 2006

